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Call for Nominations
Kenneth O. May Prize of the International Commission on the
History of Mathematics
The International Commission for the History of Mathematics requests nominations for consideration for the award
in Budapest, Hungary in 2009 of the Kenneth O. May Prize for the History of Mathematics.
The May Prize, given every four years on the occasion of the International Congress for the History of Science
and Technology, recognizes outstanding contributions to the history of mathematics in honor of the memory and the
achievements of Kenneth O. May (1915–1977), a mathematician and historian of mathematics of great vision.
May worked tirelessly over the last nine years of his life to effect a unified international community of historians of
mathematics. He was instrumental in the founding in 1971 of the International Commission on the History of Math-
ematics (ICHM) for the encouragement and promotion of the history of mathematics internationally; he coordinated
in 1972 the publication of the first World Directory of Historians of Mathematics to facilitate scholarly exchange; and
he brought out in 1974 the first volume of Historia Mathematica, the international research journal for the history of
mathematics overseen by the ICHM. As Historia’s first editor, May strove to support and to hone the research efforts
of historians of mathematics around the world.
Nominations for the May Prize should be submitted to the Chair of the ICHM, Karen V.H. Parshall, Depart-
ments of History and Mathematics, University of Virginia, P.O. Box 400137, Charlottesville, VA 22904-4137, USA;
khp3k@virginia.edu. Include (1) a short description of the work on which the nomination is based as well as com-
plete bibliographic information, and (2) a brief description of the nominee’s career. The ICHM May Prize selection
committee will make a recommendation on the awarding of the prize to the Executive Committee of the ICHM.
For more information on the Kenneth O. May Prize, see http://www.unizar.es/ichm/mayprize.htm.
For more on the history and activities of the ICHM, see http://www.unizar.es/ichm/.
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